TOWN OF EASTON

Zoning Board of Adjustment Public Hearing – Draft Minutes
June 27, 2019
ZBA
John Hynes, Chair –Present
Ellen Pritham – Present
Kris Pastoriza– Present

Beth Harwood - Present
Fred Moody - Present
Tom Boucher - Alternate - Not Present
Kathy Ryan – Secretary - Not Present
Zak Mei – Acting Secretary -- Present

“These minutes of the Town of Easton ZBA have been recorded by the Acting Secretary.
Though believed accurate and correct, they are subject to additions, deletions, and
corrections by the Select Board at the next meeting when the Board votes its final
approval of the minutes. These minutes are made available at this time to conform to the
requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91 – A: 2.”
The meeting was officially called to order at 7:00 pm by John Hynes.
The ZBA members were identified by roll call.
Public in Attendance: Andrew Schatz, Norm Boisvert, Carl Lakes, Bob Thibault,
Attorney Earl Duval
Minutes - After review, the minutes of the May 28 meeting of the ZBA were approved
with the following amendments;
· page 2: Martin Lavin documented current AT&T wireless coverage and potential
AT&T coverage of Easton and surrounding communities at 700 MHz LTE RSRP
greater than 104 dBm.
· page 3: Jim Page (oppose) - proposed that the original site plan permitted location
for the tower had not been followed, and that it sits on an elevated part of the site
which gives it 20 feet of additional height.
Motion to accept the May 28, 2019 minutes as amended was made by Fred Moody,
seconded by Ellen Pritham. All in favor; none opposed. Passed.
·

page 1: Add Laura Sabre as a member of Public in Attendance.

Motion to accept May 28, 2019 minutes as amended was made by Beth Harwood,
seconded by Kris Pastoriza. All in favor; none opposed. Passed.
·

page 1: Add Robert Albright as a member of Public in Attendance.

Motion to accept May 28, 2019 minutes as amended was made by Kris Pastoriza,
seconded by Ellen Pritham. All in favor; none opposed. Passed.

Tower Location · Attorney Duval stated that the tower is built where the balloons flew from during
the second balloon test.
· The second balloon test was conducted on December 1, 2015 at the location
where Tom Smith marked.
· The ZBA decision was dated December 10, 2015.
· Attorney Duval stated that the proposed house site was used as a reference mark,
but is close to a steep embankment and wetlands.
· Attorney Duval stated that the plans showing the final location were submitted to
various boards like ZBA, Select Board, and eventually sent to Conservation
Commission and Planning Board.
· John Hynes stated that at this point after a recent investigation and given its
findings, the location of the tower is unrelated to the application at hand.
· Kris Pastoriza is hesitant to make any decisions about a tower that may not be
where it’s permitted.
The Public Hearing was re-opened at 7:20pm.
Reports due
·
·
·

Radio frequency engineer’s report came back stating that the goals could be
achieved by only going 20 feet higher.
AT&T still feels the need to go 40 feet higher, but will conduct further evaluation.
Attorney Duval requests a continuance of tonight’s meeting
Structural engineer needs more time to conduct study for his report.

Next Meeting
· July 18th works for everyone as a continuance date.
· Attorney Duval would like reports at least a week prior, in order to have adequate
time to prepare.
· John Hynes would like to have the town’s engineer to be present at the next
meeting at the applicant’s expense.
· Attorney Duval believes the engineers can hash out any differences prior to the
meeting.
· John Hynes agreed to table the decision til after the reports come out.
· The Board and Applicant agree to pause the shot clock until July 18th.
· Attorney Duval states for the record that the reports weren’t received in a timely
enough manner to proceed forward this night.
Opposition Letter
· The Board received a letter of opposition from concerned residents regarding the
tower extension.
· John Hynes moved that the letter be attached to these minutes. Kris Pastoriza
seconded. All in favor; none opposed. Passed.

SelectBoard Investigation Report
· The Board entered the SB Investigation Report into the records, attached to these
minutes.
· Kris Pastoriza does not feel it was a thorough investigation, but rather a decision
to do nothing.
Escrow check
· The board received a $11066 check from the Applicant, which was forwarded to
the town treasurer for the establishment of an escrow account for professional
services hired by the town.
Public Comments
· Mr. Schatz inquired whether the balloon test will be repeated due to the
insufficient time given to a portion of the testing.
· We have pictures of the balloon tests.
· Kris Pastoriza moved to repeat the balloon test. No one seconded. Motion does
not stand.
·
·

John Hynes shared briefly the analysis from Attorney Hilson regarding tower
relocation.
Mr. Schatz asserted that no one could have visited the site for a few years until he
purchased the property surrounding the tower site and un-posted the access.

Steep Slopes and Ridgeline
· Discussion on whether the SHRD requirements apply in this variance application,
and whether the application will need to go through the Planning Board
afterwards for viewshed analysis and alternative for more smaller towers.
· John Hynes will request the Planning Board Chair to attend the next ZBA
meeting.
For the Record
· Kris Pastoriza sought to confirm with the Attorney Duval on some matters on the
record:
1. for the record, confirm that the applicant refuses to provide quarterly
inspection reports as required by the permit.
2. for the record, confirm that the applicant refuses to provide bare earth or
any other visual impact maps.
3. for the record, confirm that the 127’ proposed tower on Cannon is not
“proposed”, and neither AT&T nor T-Mobile is sited on the tower.
4. for the record, confirm that the applicant refuses to provide an alternative
site search, despite the fact that more, lower towers is an option provided in our
zoning.

·
·

Attorney Duval explained that the exact wording of “on-air” or “proposed” does
not affect the intended purpose of table 1 which was to demonstrate gaps of
coverage.
Attorney Duval explained that the proposal does not decrease co-location
opportunities on the present tower, only on the new 40’ section.

Fred Moody moved to recess the meeting at 8:06pm until 7/18/19 7pm. Beth
Harwood seconded. All in favor; none opposed. Passed.
Next meeting, Thursday, July 18 at 7 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Zak Mei

